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It is interesting to note that even at his most vigorous moments there is an appearance of weakness in Mr. Baldwin's attack. He has a narrow scope of real incisive-ness, for the simple reason that invective is alien to his temperament. He would have done better on this occasion to have neglected the reference to a snub which the Daily Mail had administered to a charitable appeal by his wife. The allusion to touching the libel damages "with a bargepole" revealed a man who was not by nature an attacker. Mr* Baldwin always tends to become banal when he becomes vigorous. When the battle rages hottest, he is so unaccustomed to it that he abandons his dignity and his normal reserve. He did not effectively emphasize the fact that the Daily Mail and the Daily Express advertised space in America to assist the sale of American goods in this country- That was the most direct point to be scored off the protagonists of Empire Trade. Mr- Baldwin read a letter from the editor of the Daily Mail written in 1924 stating that, "as to the Zinovieff letter, Lord Rothermere knew nothing about it until after it had been published/' That was a crushing reply to all that the noble lord professed to have done for the Conservative Party, and to the injury that he considered he had smarted under by not being adequately honoured. The effect, however, of this was again detracted from by an unnecessary eulogy of Mr. Duff Cooper, To speak of young men who were "living their careers against the Press" was hardly convincing. The tendency to moralise makes the Conservative leader unable to sustain invective; the tendency to play down is a reflection on his character. Nevertheless his tactics in working himself into that position on the afternoon of March 17th, were superbly executed. When Mr. Duff Cooper was returned by a majority of nearly six thousand votes the Conservative leader had broken the political power of the Press probably for all time.